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SARC newsletter

In the holiday spirit at the December OSARC meeting were (left
to right) co-vice-chair Trudy Stone, VincentDiGesu, co-vice-chair
Ana Vives, co-vice-chair Sallie Stroman and co-chair Allan Rose.

NEW YEAR IS A TIME FOR RENEWAL

uary marksthe start of another OSARC membership year. Whether your
ueswere current for 2004 or lapsed sometimein the past —even if you've
never been an OSARC member —you are receiving thisissue of the OSARC
Newsletter. We encourage you to take a moment to complete and return the
“Dues Payment and Membership Form” enclosed with this newsletter along
with your check for $18 in the return envelope provided. Y our membership
brings you ten issues of this newsletter, monthly luncheons with speakers of
interest to OSA retirees and the opportunity to jointly act on issues of
importance to all retired City employees. Join us!

“GRINCH OF THE YEAR” WAL-MART TARGETS CITY

In asort of reverse holiday present to New Y ork workers, retail giant Wal-
Mart announced in early December it plans to open itsfirst NYC locationin
Rego Park, Queens. Opposition from labor was swift and vocal. [ See page 3]

Next Organization of Staff Analysts Retirees Club Meeting
Wednesday = January 12, 2005 « 12:30-2:30 pm

OSA Office = 220 East 23" Street =Suite 709
We’re Back! Join us in the newly restored union office.

IT'SPARTY TIME!

Celebrate the New Year With an Open Talent Show!
We invite your poems, music, stories, jokes, art, etc.

Call Co-chair Mary Hillman at 718.462.6485
and tell her what you can contribute.



http://www.osaunion.org
http://www.osaunion.org

0SARC Officers 2004-2005
K O Mary Hillman
CO-CRAIN...ovvvvsv e Allan Rose
C0-VICRLRAIT oo Trudy Stone
00-VICB-CRAIF oo Sallie Stroman
L O AnaT. Vives
L O Louis Starkey
SBOTBEAY. oo Barbara Jones
bs U W, Ors 9
Newsletter Editor...........Rob Spencer

We'll Be Seeing You in All the Old Familiar Places

A total of thirty-two (32) members and friends attended
the December OSARC mesting:

Renée Bash, Elizabeth Borden, Vincent DiGesu,
Richard Fink, Manny Friedman, Beverly Freierman,
Tom Gorse, Stan Granat, Betty Henderson, Mary
Hillman, Barbara Jones, Roslyn Jones, IrvingKreindler,
Jane Kronholtz, Rosanne Levitt, Hank Mandel, Nilsa
Mangual, Jim McKeon, Dan Morgan, Sadye Olivieri,
Fred Ranzoni, Allan Rose, Barbara Schwartz, Louis
Starkey, Trudy Stone, Sallie Stroman, Madeline Taylor,
Hattie Thomas, Ana T. Vives, Donald Weinberg,
Margaret Williams, and | sza Williams-Dar lington.

We hope to seeyou at our next meeting.

The list of those who took part in the November trip to
theNY Botanical Garden arrivedtoo latefor inclusoninlast
month’ s newsletter. The following accompanied OSARCer
Chuck Bar oo on the Bronx outing:

Gloria Djaha and her friend Florence, Joan Doheny,
Stan and Diane Granat, Elizabeth Henderson, Mary
Hillman, Dan Morgan, Edna Riley, Allan Rose, Elaine
Silver, Madeline Taylor, Hattie Thomas, Margaret
Williams and | sza Williams-Dar lington.

February To Be A Taxing Month For OSARC

Mark your calendar for the February 9 OSARC meeting.
Elizabeth Kinney of the Internal Revenue Servicewill once
again beour guest, bringing you the latest information ontax
policies as they affect older Americans.

African-American Culture Gets OSARC Nod

In a fitting celebration of African-American history
month, OSARC’ stravel committee has proposed atripto the
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture. The
tentative date/time is February 16, 2005 at 11am. Toursare
45 minuteslong and must be reserved amonth in advance. A
final decision will be made at the January meeting. The
Schomburg Center is located at 135" Street & Malcolm X
Blvd. (Lenox Ave) and is convenient to public
transportation viathe no. 2/3 trainsto 135™ Street.

COMRO Report

OSARC representative to the Committee of Municipal
Retiree OrganizationsJim M cK eonreportsthat therewasno
COMRO meeting in December. COMRO will meet next on
January 12, 2005. COM RO Chair EmeritusLawrenceKaplan
did provide memberswith information on the state of the US
economy. He notes that the FY2004 budget deficit was a
record $413 billion, according to the Congressional Budget
Office. Oninauguration, the Bush administration inherited a
projected $5.6 trillion budget surplus over the next decade.
The CBO now projectsa$2.3trillion deficit asof the start of
Bush's second term. Should Bush's first term tax cuts be
made permanent, $2.2 trillion would be added to the deficit.
The cost of the Irag occupation is also expected to soar.

Kaplan noted that the national debt on Bush’sinaugura-
tion was $5.3 trillion and standstoday at $7.4 trillion, a40%
increase. Interest alone on the debt approaches $200 billion
ayear, “reducing the nation’ s ability to spend for necessary
domestic economic programs.”

Kaplan citeseconomists onthedangersof thedeficit and
concludes that the Bush administration should “ balance the
federal budget, thus diminating the annual deficit and
lowering interest costs which must be paid to holdersof US
Treasury securities. To do this, the administration will have
toroll back thetax cutsto generate moretax revenue. Failure
to take steps to improve America’ svulnerability will surely
result in an economic collapse.”

OSARCers at the December meeting.

In Memoriam

The Newsletter haslearned of the passing of the follow-
ing retirees: Mark Adise who retired from the Dept. of
Health & Menta Health, Elliot Bainson, who retired from
the Dept. of Sanitation, Branda Fox who retired from the
Dept. of Heath& Mental Health, M ar jorie Roachford who
retired from the Human Resources Administration, Ann
Sternberg who retired from the Dept. Of Health & Mental
Health, and Doris Trotter who retired from the Dept. of
Citywide Adminidrative Services. We extend our deepest
condolences to their families and friends.

OSARC on the Web The OSARC section of the union website

has recently been updated to include issues of this newsletter
sent to all retirees each year through 2004. Go to www.
osaunion.org, click “enter,” then the OSARC button.
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Labor To Fight Wal-Mart Arrival In NYC

Discount retail behemoth Wal-Mart announced its entry
into the New Y ork City market in early December, with a
planfor astorein Rego Park, Queens. The company unveiled
plans to build a 135,000 square foot store on the site of a
parking lot at 62" Drive and Junction Boulevard, adjacent to
the former Alexanders department store site, now home to
retailers Sears, Bed, Bath and Beyond and Old Navy.

The proposal drew immediate and heavy fire from the
New York City Central Labor Council and local elected
officials. Brian McLaughlin,
head of the CLC, quotedin the
December 17 New York Times,
said “Wal-Mart is a buzzword
for indecency.”

In a letter to CLC union
affiliates, McLaughlin said,
“The battle against Wal-Mart
is about maintaining quality
community living standards.
OSARC treasurer Louis The true Ieg?-cy of _W_aI'Mart
Starkey at the December jsn’'tlower prices...[it] islower
meeting. living standards for hard-
working Americans and those overseas.”

Wal-Mart, which recently received the 2004 “ Grinch of
the Year” Award from the nationwide |abor-community
campaign Jobs With Justice, is both the nation’s largest
retailer and itslargest employer. In citing the company, Jobs
With Justice noted “Wal-Mart is a driving force in setting
wage standards wherever its stores are located. Despite
nearly $9 billion in profits, its wages are so low that many
employees are eligible for food stamps.”

JWJ cited Wd-Mart for taking extensive advantage of
public subsidies in the form of tax breaks and development
incentives while setting enormous barriers to workers
attaining employer-provided medical benefits. As aresult,
one study cited by JWJ, showed that Wal-Mart workers in
California sought $86 million a year in state aid because of
their low benefits and wages.

Wa-Mart was sued in 2004 in the largest sex-
discrimination casein history onbehalf of 1.6 millioncurrent
and former workers.

Congressman Anthony Weiner, whose office released a
reportin December on Wal-Mart’ s business practices, told a
December 16 rally that “When it comesto Wal-Mart, they
don’t have discussions with the community, they steamroll
the community. We're not going to allow that here.”

The report chargesthat Wal-Mart pays its workers 20%
less than comparable employers and forces employees to
work mandatory overtime without pay. In addition, it notes
that the average Wal-Mart worker earns less than $1,000 a
month after taxes because of an average workweek of only
32 hours.

Stuart Applebaum, president of the Retail, Wholesale
and Department Store Union, inaDecember 22™ story in the
Queens Chronicle said Wal-Mart faces 38 state and federal
lawsuits filed by hourly workers claiming they were forced
to work unpaid off-the-clock or with doctored time sheets.

Wal-Mart is both completely non-union and virulently
anti-union, actively blocking attempts by its workers to
organize. The company distributes guides to managers on
tactics to prevent unionization and has been sanctioned by
the National Labor Relations Board for illegal anti-
organizing efforts.

Weiner’'s study showed that fewer than two-thirds of
Wal-Martemployeesreceive healthinsurance, largely dueto
long waits for eligibility and extremely high premiums.

The company’s overseas human rights record was also
scored in the report. Wal-Mart, the Weiner report says
“aggressively pursues cheap overseas labor in a quest to
drive down production costs. Specifically, Wal-Mart over-
whelmingly relies on Chinese manufacturers notorious for
their sweatshop conditions.”

Finally, the entry of Wal-Mart into acommunity is anti-
competitive, according to the report. For example, astudy of
supermarkets noted that for each Wal-Mart opening, two
supermarketscloseinagivencommunity. The Central Labor
Council’s McLaughlin urged all unions to “confront Wal-
Mart to stop theretail giant from turning good jobsinto bad
jobs, from blocking workers from the right to organize a
union, from turning taxpayingworkersand their familiesinto
welfare-eligible families supported by taxpayers, and from
turning workers with health insurance into the ranks of the
uninsured.”

OSARCers at the December meeting.

He announced the formation of a committee with the
United Food and Commercia WorkersUnion and the Retail
Wholesale and Department Store Union to help block Wal-
Mart's efforts. A CLC daffer, Jean Kim, has been assigned
to theissue full-time. For more information on how you can
become involved, contact Jean Kim at 212-604-9552.

Can You Help US Locate Their Survivors?

The Organization of Staff Analysts Welfare Fund is
seeking to reach surviving family members of Marjorie
Roachford (HRA)and Ann Sternberg (DOH). Repeated
mailings have been returned. Survivorsof both of these OSA
members are due benefits from the Welfare Fund. If you
know how to reach their family members, please call Diana

(
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0SARCers Get Social Security Update

Alex Busséy, Area Representative for the National
Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare and
formerly Assistant Re-
gional Commissioner for
the Social Security Ad-
ministration, addressed
the OSARC membership
December 8" about the
history, concept and cur-
rent status of the Social
Security program and re-
newed attempts by the
Bush administration to
privatize Social Security.

Mr. Busséy drew a
= comparison between the

financing of the current

Social Security program
through the Social Security Trust Funds and the concept of
privatization advanced by the Bush administration.

The current Social Security program, Bussey said, was
legislatedin 1935 and began by taxingworkers onbasewage
earnings of $3,000 a year. Benefits were paid beginning in
January of 1940. The original concept of the program wasto
partially replace income lost due to retirement and death.
Disability benefits were added significantly later, in 1956.

The program works like an insurance policy — it is
universal, mandatory and pays benefits as an entitlement
based upon anindividual's covered work under the program.
Anindividual must work acertain amount of timein order to
acquire insured status. Forty quarters of covered work (10
years) ensures one benefits for life. Disability entitlement
may require fewer quarters of covered work.

Busséy noted that only aset yearly maximum wage base
is subject to Federal Insurance Contributions Act (FICA)
taxation. The maximum has risen from $3,000 in 1936 to
$87,900 in 2004. Wages above the maximum are not taxed.
Therefore, a person who earns up to $87,900 this year is
taxed on all their earnings, while an individual who earns
abovethat cut-off isonly taxed on thefirst $87,900in wages.

The tax rate has also increased through the years, said
Busséy and is currently set at 12.4%, with the worker
contributing half of that amount and the employer the other
half. Thesefiguresdo not includethe FICA tax for Medicare,
which is similarly divided between workers and employers
at 1.45% each. A self-employed individual pays the entire
amount on his or her own behalf.

Today, benefits are paid under the program to workers
themselves upon normal retirement (presently 65-67,
depending on birth year) or early retirement (prior to the
normal retirement age for their birth year and presently 62)
and to surviving wives, husbands and children, and to those
who are disabled, among others.

Busséy noted that President Bush has taken his re-
election as a mandate to proceed with plans to privatize
Social Security, but he has thus far announced no specific
plan for how he intends to implement private accounts.

Alex Busséy a es th
December OSARC meeting.

Busséy reported that Bush has spoken in the past of
workers putting 6-7% of their payroll contributions into
individual private accounts, rather than the Trust Fund.
Setting up private accounts for individuals would mean
putting in place a new agency to administer the program.
Thiswould cost somewherebetween 7 and 9 trillion dollars.
It is not clear where Bush would find the money, since the
country isrunning ahuge deficit and it would not be feasible
to borrow more money.

Busséy said the privatization concept is not necessarily
abad one, but the Wall Street stock market environment is
very precarious and there is no guarantee of returns. Under
Social Security, thereis aguaranteed benefit by formula.

There are serious problems in Medicare, according to
Busséy. The Medicare Modernization Act of 2003 changed
MedicaretChoice to Medicare Advantage, which alows
older Americans to have greater access to more of
Medicarées private managed care plans with better benefits
at lower costs. Premiums and out-of-pocket expenses are
projected to go down about 10%, said Busséy. Congress has
granted over $14 billion over the next ten yearsto encourage
private managed
care plans to take
part. This would
appear to be a posi-
tive development,
observed Busséy,
but the costs will
eventudly likely be
higher than
traditional Medi-
care, as private pro-
vidersincreasetheir charges to the government.

The Medicare Part B premium, which cost $54/monthin
2002 will riseto $78.20monthly in 2005. Thenew privatized
drug benefit under the Medicare M odernization Act, Part D,
takes effect in January 2006. Most seniors have focused on
only the initial costs of the plan: an estimated monthly
premium of $35, a$200 deductible and the “donut hole” in
coverage that forces participants to pay the full cost of their
prescriptionsonceannual drug costsexceed $2,250 until they
reach the catastrophic level of $5,100. They should also
realize there isno built-in protection from rising drug costs.

There was alively question and answer session follow-
ing Busséy’ s presentation:

000 00-0080

JOHN DOE

Juln Dae

*  OSARC membersraised thefact that there are proposals
to “scrap the cap,” that isto tax all wages under Social
Security rather than a limited wage base. Busséy noted
that this seems to be an excdlent proposal, as it would
appear to increasethe equity of the system. However, the
benefit formulaswould al so have to be changed in order
to avoid an unintentional windfall for the wealthy.

* There was a recap of how social security benefits are
computed and why thereis a family maximum.

*  Thequestion arose of whether it is advantageousto take
a reduced benefit at an earlier age? Busséy said it
probably was, but it isan individual matter. On average,
Busséy said, a person needsto live about 14 years after
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entitlement before s’/he would begin to lose money by
collecting at an early versusfull retirement age.

Busséy noted that the Trust Fund is solid until (at least)
2042 under current law.

Retirees get a cost of living adjustment based on the
Consumer Price Index, so that their benefits retain the
same purchasing power from year to year. There is a
proposal to adjust it downward. This would definitely

slow therising costs of entitlements.

What arethealternativestoindividual accounts? Cutting
benefits, raising taxes, and government investing.
What can be done to prevent bad things from happening
to Social Security? Bussey suggested OSARCers should
writeor call their Senators and Members of Congressto
protest —and to do it asindividuals, not as an organiza-
tion.

‘Tis the Season. . .

M ore than 600 active members, retirees and friends attended the Organization of Staff Analysts' annual holiday party at
the 67" Street Park Avenue Armory December 16". Below we provide a glimpse of some of the OSARCers in
attendance.

OSARC co-chair Allan Rose, co—vicg— - A {' - - {

chair Ana Vives and member Renée OSARCers Dan Morgan and Elizabeth

Bash. Henderson with OSARC co-chair Mary
Hillman (center).

Recuperating OSARCer
Jean Anmuth with friend
Chuck Zlatkin (left) and
OSA vice-chair Tom
Anderson (right).

OSA Executive Director Edna Riley, Ana Vives & husband Tony.

Sheila Gorsky and
Chairperson Bob Croghan
with likely 2005 mayoral
candidate Fernando Ferrer.

Chuck Baroo with OSA
board member Sandra
Thompson.

Bill Douglas

0SARC Newsletter «December 2004 «Page 5




What | Dld On EleCtlon Dayby OSARC member Kathryn Nocerino

GeorgeW. Bush! Theway | figured
it, we hadn't had this—um—"“special” a
President since Tricky Dick. | began to
realize that if |1 didn’t become active in
the 2004 election, whatever happened
would be my fault. Yes, my fault alone.
So, | worked for Dean. | attended
“meetups’ in
tiny, overpop-
ulated Lower
» | East Side bars.
§l | flyered. |
jumped up and
down at
rallies. Casting
;| dignity aside, |
wore ugly
il campaign  t-
shirts. Then
il Dean pulled
out of therace.
W h en
Kerry became
Kathryn Nocerino at athe desgnatf_ad
2003 OSARC meeting. Democratic
candidate, |
resolved to vote for him, but some of his
mainstream Democratic supporters
didn’t pass the Nocerino “sniff test.” |
would need towork for Bush'sdownfall
indirectly.
| went online and gave what money
| could, via moveon.org, to voter
registration efforts in swing states.
However, the closer the election came,
the more my conscience bothered me.
For thefirg timeinmy lifel cast an
absentee ballot, in order to free myself
up for work on or near election day.
ACT (America Coming Together)
was soliciting volunteers. On election
eve, | sat inthe underheated officesof a
social service organization | will not
name (to preserve their non-profit
status) and, following a“script” givento
volunteers, made calls to registered
votersinthe swing state of Ohio. | asked
each if he or she was going to vote, if
they knew wheretheir polling placewas,
etc. When polling place and district
guestions arose, | gave them atoll-free
number to call. We were supposed to be
vaguely nonpartisan, but also had to
announce that “we support change in
this election.”

ACT aso wanted us to find out, at
the close of each call, who the person
was going to vote for. Funny thing —
eachand every Kerry supporter gleefully
and actively volunteered that fact. But
not one of the Bush people—1 made 112
calls before my voice gave out —
announced their intention. | couldn’t
decide whether they were hostile,
ashamed, or both.

| recal two invisible Ohioans in
particular. One was a sweet old woman
with the remarkable name of Mae
Wedding. She said shewas96 yearsold,
still drove and that she was trying to get
her contemporaries interested in the
election, but that most of them were“a
bunch of old poops!” | didn’'t have the
heart to ask her who she was voting for.

The other memorable call wasto a
guy with a very long, umlaut-studded
surname. He started out by asking me
who | was, why the hell | was bothering
him, who the hell was | to tell him he
had to vote and whether | was a
goddamnsubversive. When | finally got
to the question of Bush or Kerry, he let
loose a deafening roar and hung up. It
occurred to me that ACT's phone
strategy might also be getting the vote
out for Georgie-poo.

ACT daso had buses going to
Pennsylvania on election day. | signed
up. They told usto pack lunch, so | had
to buy an insulated bag. The shelver in
K-Mart who retrieved it for metold me
that “ God will choose the winner of the
eection.” Momentarily stunned, |
suggested that “God” is probably too
busy to futz around with the U.S.
election process. “N0”, saidtheguy, “ he
who is the True Believer will win.” |
couldn’t get over it. The guy obviously
didn’t have apot to pissin, sohow could
he possibly vote for God's Gift to the
Filthy Rich?He struck me as atextbook
example of how poor Americans often
voteagainst their economic self-interest.

Twenty ACT buses were scheduled
toleavefrom New Y ork City, four from
my location alone on West 34" Street, in
back of Macy’s. By 8:30, the street was
so packed with volunteers that people
were asking us if we were a
demonstration. Two of our four buses

never showed, cause unknown. Could
Karl Rove have gotten to the bus
company? ACT directed the un-bused
portion of thegroupto one of the“Kerry
Village® busesleaving from 8" Avenue.

Once on my bus, | noted that the
average age of the volunteers was 25. |
sat next to a very young hipster from
Chelseawho gave me hislife story. He
washornextremely wealthy in Birming-
ham, Alabama, where, as a gay
intellectual, he felt unwelcome. Bush
made him feel even more unwelcome.
Along with the res of the bus, we
applauded whenever we saw aroadside
Kerry sign and booed whenever we
spied the opposition.

The two ACT buses, after getting
miserably lost several times, reached the
staging point in Lancaster County PA, at
around 1:45pm. As the bus pulled into
the parking lot, an enormous cheer went
up from the ACT minivans: “Yay, it's
the New Yorkers!” | ask: when did you
last hear people cheering you? It was a
veritable |ovefest!

They broke us into smaller groups,
each of which had a different location
and marching orders. Our van, piloted
by a local visual artist and mother-of-
three, was bound for a beautiful town
called West Chester, a suburb of Philly,
wherewe had to “flush out the vote” (go
door-to-door asking people if they'd
aready been to the polls.) If the person
hadn’t voted, we would make two
follow-up visits. If therewasno answer,
we'd leave a tag and literature at the
door. Veronica, our driver, gave each of
us a white baseball cap with the ACT
logo “so that | can find you, if
necessary, after dark.” She subdivided
us into groups of two and three, giving
each a sector map. V eronicaapol ogized
for the fact that our area “wasn’t much
of a challenge; it always goes solidly
Democrat.”

Off I went with my co-flusher Len,
a shrink. West Chester interested me. It
looked like a cross between the West
Village and Saratoga Springs, with lots
of well-kept early 19" century housing
stock interspersed with restaurants,
boutiques and art galleries. Initially, |
worried about Len because he kept

(
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puffing and mopping his forehead. |
needn’t have. He outwalked me and, in
addition, served as navigator and clock-
watcher.

Virtualy everyonewas" elsewhere.”
We festooned the area with door-tags
and pro-vote literaure. We beleaguered
pedestrians. Nearly theonly placewehit
“pay dirt” was a nursing home, where
the concierge told us every senior had
voted — either via mail or at the polls
earlier in the day.

We completed our roundstwo hours
early. Noticing a MoveOn headquarters
on the main drag, we asked our driver
for permission to volunteer there.
MoveOn sent us out to the same district
to confirm a group of eleven votes at
specific addresses. These people had
promised to vote early on, but had never
confirmed that they had voted.

The sun was going down. | noticed
that the higher the street numberswent,
the posher the real estate became. The
residents were now home. Mos had
voted —thevast majority for Kerry —and
had simply forgotten to confirmthat fact
with MoveOn. There were no street
lights in the most expensive blocks.
Some of the Halloween decorations
were still up — looming zombies and
Frankenstein’s monsters — interspersed
with the occasional (and much scarier)
“Vote Bush” signs, which | uprooted
and gently placed at curbside. Our last
stop was a white house the size of an
ocean liner. We could see, through the
tall windows, a high-ceilinged sitting-
room with a chandelier. Two enormous
dogsmoresuitedto hunting bearsthan(l
hoped ) MoveOn canvassers preceded a

K2 K2 K2 K2 K2 K2 K2

very blonde man and his son to the front
door. None of them were happy to see
us. The man didn’t volunteer whom he
voted for. At last, a case of class-con-
scious voting, | thought.

Ontheway back to MoveOn’ shead-
quarters, we stopped at the polling place
in our sector — the local historical soci-
ety. The door was open and all the lights
were on. The outside deck |ooked more
like a street fair than an election.
MoveOn was selling buttons and t-
shirts, the Democrats everything from
cupcakes to hot chili. I could not find a
Republican. Maybethey’d just given up
on the district. Past 8pm, everything
should have been shut down. TheDemo-
cratic district leader told us that the
turnout was so immense that many vot-
ers were still waiting inside. Then he
gave each of us some chili. No one
could tell us how the vote was going,
locally or nationally.

The guys holding beers in front of
The Spare Rib—the only soul food place
downtown —all said they’ d voted Kerry.
When they found out we were volun-
teers from the City, they offered to buy
us a round. Unfortunately, we still
hadn't checked in a MoveOn head-
quarters.

Once we reported on our eleven
hold-outs, we learned that the picture
nationdly was “still too early to call.”
One of the volunteers — a trim, elegant
man in his forties — told us he had been
a lifelong Republican but had turned
sharply left this past June because of the
war in Irag.

On the bus home, we listened to the
radio. When the announcer called Penn-

K2 K2 K2

sylvania for Kerry, the whole bus ex-
plodedin cheersof “ Bus2! Bus2!” —as
if wedid it single-handedly.

There was an ACT post-dection
party somewhere on the Lower East
Side, but | wastoo tired to go. Everyone
hugged each other goodbye. At home,
past midnight, my feet in abasin of hot
water and Epsom Salts, | watched the
returns, channel-surfing. Everyone was
saying that the exit polls in the swing
states were going anywhere from 65 to
75% Kerry. Then, around lam., the
image clouded. Tom Brokaw looked
stricken when he said that Ohio was now
“too closeto call.”

The next morning, | awoke to hear
that the exit polls were “wrong”— the
nation had gone 52 to 48% for Bush.
Edwards went on TV to pledge, on be-
half of the Democratic Party, that every
last vote would be counted. Three sec-
onds later, Kerry conceded.

Four moreyears. | am now over my
near-homicidal rage. | am still waiting
for afull recount due to massive voting
irregularities in Ohio and Florida, but
hopeis fading.

Was what | did useful? | don’t
know. A couple of weeksago, | attended
a MoveOn house party on the Upper
West Side, where | chaired a sub-group
working on “next steps’ — ensuring an
honest election process, getting the
Democrats “on message,” and electing
progressive candidates on the local
level.

| hope these things happen. I'm
going to try to make them happen. Our
lives depend onit!

K2 K2 K2 K2 K2 K2
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Happy Birthday to OSA Retirees Born in January!

Leslie Allen, Steven Balicer, Joanna Belt, Earlene Bethel, Michael Bharose, Andrea Bloom, Carmine
Borzelli, Marlene A. Bowen, Rosemary Brown, Shirley Brugman, Burton Carlin, Maxine Carter, Johnsie
Cheatham, Himangshu Chowdhury, Margaret Clay, George Cohen, Sheldon Cohn, Othon R. Collado, Gloria
j Colon, Lillian Cooper, MariaL. Crisci, Sadie Culler, Marilyn Daitsman, Marie Davis, Edward Davis, John
’ Dellecave, William A. Douglas, Christine Dudley, Laraine Eldridge, May Engler, Carrie Fair-Smith, Philip

Flaum, Jacquelyn Fleming, Beverly Freierman, Grace Gabrielsen, Joseph Garber, Boushra Ghay, Eli

Gottlieb, Frank Gulino, Claire Hall, Robert Henke Jr, Maria | banez, Morton Isragl, Pauline James, Edwina

Jenkins, Elizabeth Johnson, Mable Jones, Eileen V. Jordan, Linda Kavanagh, Sheldon Kier, Joel Leichter, Angela Lopez,
Robert McCallum, Velarie Melvin, Charles Montalbano, John F. Nash, Edgar Noguerola, Fred Parris, Carol Payne, Regina
E Pegues, Antony Penel, Rosetta Peterkin-Atwood, Irving Phillips, Nauford Phipps, Jack Pilchman, Lee Pleva, William Pope,
Dorothy Ragin-Primus, Oswald Rivera, Ruby Ruffin, Benjamin Salisbury, Cheryl Samuels, Philip Sanchez, Marc Sawyer,
Ina Sinclair, James Soto, Janette Springle, Peter Stanford, Louis C. Starkey, Aldo Vigliarolo, Carolyn Walton, Joseph
Warfield, Joanne Webb, Shirley Wertheimer, Georgia Wheeler, John Y oshida, and Phyllis Zito.
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ACTIVE MEMBERS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF STAFF ANALYSTS RETIREES CLUB

Robert Adamenko
Gerardo V Afable
Hakimah Al-Zahra
Frederick Alexander
Carmen Alfaro
Tristan Allas

Alice Allen

Leslie Allen
Joseph Alvarez
Natividad R. Alvarez
Gilberte Ambroise
Marsha Ambrose
Paul Anderson
Aspacia Andros
Jean Anmuth
Florence Appelstein
Arthur D. Aptowitz
James Arangio
William A. Archipoli
Henry Armendinger
Kenneth Asbedian
Hanacho Atako
Steven August

Neil Awalt
Jacqueline Ayer
Jewel Bachrach
Robert Backes

Don Baharav
Malkit Bains

Ingrid Balady
Steven Balicer
Mary Bardy

Mary Barlow
Charles Baroo
Beatrice Barr
Richard Barth
Eileen Bartky
Renee Bash
Barbara Batts

Earl Batts

Marjorie Baum
Charles Beckinella
Rose Beer

Judith Beiss

Ruth Bell

Sylvia Bell

Joanna Belt

Lynn Bender
Diana Benitez
Carolyn Bennett
Maureen Benson
Elaine Silodor Berk
Herman Berkowitz
Margarita Bermudez
George Bernett
Carolyn Berry
Regina Berry

John L Besignano
Earlene Bethel
Vidyadhar Bhide
Edward Bianchi
Saul Bick

Susan P Blau
Helen Blecher
Andrea Bloom
Timothy Bohen
Elizabeth Borden
Carmine Borzelli
Carol Bowers
Edward Braverman
Connie Bray
Maureen Brennan
Eddie Marie Brodie
Joyce Bronstorph
Yvonne Broughton
Carol Brown
Gloria Brown
Herbert Brown
Jean Dertinger Brown
Richard Brown
Rosemary Brown
Shirley Brugman
Ronald Bruno
James Bucchino
Priscilla Budden
Rachael Burchard
Joe Burgess
Theresa Burke
Kenneth Burton
Patricia Burton
Joseph Bushe
Joseph O. Buster
Dorothy Byrd
Michael Calabrese
Diana Calvert
Eugene G. Calvert
Milton Campbell
John Campobasso
Burton Carlin
Joseph Caron
Phyllis Carr
Annette J Carrington
Belinda L Carroll
Louis Celi

Janice Cerra

Jean Claude Ceus
Peter Chan
Johnsie Cheatham
Kuttikkattu Cherian
Arthur Chigas

Ida Chin

Estelle Chodosh
William Ciporen
Marilyn Cirrone
John P. Clark
Josephine Clark
Joyce Cleary
Joyce Cleveland
Allen J. Coates
George Cohen
Martin Cohen
Glynton Coleman
Patricia Coleman
Elsie Colon

Sarah Colson
Marlene Connor
William Considine
Hannibal Coscia
Peter Costa
Henrietta Council
Ted Cox
RobertCroghan
Stanley Cutchins
Joseph D'Aiello
Elizabeth D'Aversa
Carol J Dailey
Marilyn Daitsman
Richard M Dalrymple
John Daly
Dolores Daniels
Frances David
Noreen Davidsen
Edward Davis
Edwin P Dei

Una Delaney
Mavis Delgado
Ralph Delise

John Dellecave
Janet Deluca
Ralph DeMattia
Rochelle DiCristofalo
Vincent DiGesu
Marianne Dikeman
Anthony Dileonardo
James Dimarco
Philip Dinanzio, Jr
Gloria Djaha
Jack M. Dobrow
Audrey N Doman
Barbara Donovan
William A. Douglas
Carla A. Drije
James Duffield
WalterJ. Dugan
Alfred Dukes
Martha Easparro
William Eglinton
Martina Elam
Terrence Ellison
May Engler
Gloria Erardy
Linda Erickson
Tillie A Evans
Joyce Eversley
John Farley
Camille Fatto
Mildred Feinstein
William Fellows
Ernest Fernandez
Sandra Fernandez
Alice Fichtelberg
Betty Figueroa
Lee D. Flerman
Joan Fillot
Barbara immano
Georgia Finch
Richard Fink

Joel Fishelson
Philip Flaum
Jacquelyn Fleming
Daniel Flynn
Gerald Flynn

Judy Flynn

Allen Foster

Flora Foster
Harold Fowler
Allan W. Fraser
Beverly Freierman
Manny Friedman
Dianne Gaertner
Arthur Gaines

Ella Gales
Marguerite Ghartey
Shirley Gilliam
Mary Giraldi
Edwina Glasco
Nicholas Gleason
Irwin Gold berg
Myrna Gonzalez
Pedro Gonzalez
Myra R. Goralski
Bernice Gordon
Joan Gordon
Marjorie Gordon
Minette Gorelik
Tom Gorse

Sheila Gorsky

Eli Gottieb

Sybil Gowdy

Stanley Granat
Alonzo Graves
Eleanor Gray
Audrey Green
Susan Greenhouse
Lewis Greenstein
Stephen Gregor

Ira Greinsky

Joel Grill

Mary Gropp
Richard Guarino
Frank Gulino

Mary L Gunn Hardison
Tilak R. Gupta
Myra Hailey

Phyllis Hailstock
Marguerite Hajduk
Claire Hall

Edmund Hall
Sandra Halstuch
Alicia Hamill

John Hannigan
RobertHansen
Frances Nadine Hapaz
Sandra Hardison
Marion Harnik
Gussie Harris
Sharon Harris
Sandra Hartmann
John M. Hastey
Chandra Hauptman
Stanley Hauptman
Mildred Hawkins
Rhodia Hawkins
Charles Healy
Sarah Hecht
Nancy Hellman
Elizabeth Henderson
Jacquelyn Henderson
Carmen Henry
Paul Henry
Saundra Henry
Barbara Herman
Lisa Hernandez
John Heron

Mary Hillman
Solomon Himelfarb
David Hochstein
Joseph Holdampf
Andrew Hollander
Jacqueline Holmes-Boyd
Rita Honekman
Novell Hopkins
Marion House
Carolyn Hubbard
Barbara Hunt
Barbara Hurst
Azeeza Hurston
Nadine Hurwitz
Maria Ibanez
Haydee Inclan
Margaretingram
Ana Irizarry

Morton Israel
Brenda Ann Jackson
Evelyn Jackson
Janyce Jackson
Pearl Jackson
Rosalia Jackson
Valerie Jackson
Amelia Jefferson
Edwina Jenkins

Ina Jenkins
Glorialimenez
Charlie Johnson
Cladie Johnson
Ingrid Johnson
James L. Johnson
Lorraine Johnson
Robert Johnson
Barbara Jones
Flora Jones

Roslyn Jones
Hjalmar A Jorgensen
Betty Joseph

Amy Kahn

Melvin Kalmanowitz
Herschel Kaminsky
Arnold Kaplan
Frances Keenan
Jeffrey Keller
MargaretKelly
Carol A. Keyser
Sheldon Kier
Elizabeth Klaber
Laura Kleeman
Alfred Klein

Jules Kohn

Roberta Kolin
Marian Konstan
Henry Korobelnik
Jerome Kraus
Irving Kreindler
Sandra Krentcil
Jane Kronholz
Richard Kucera
Adele Kwaw
George Lang
Dolores Lapin-Curley
Judith Layzer

Jeannette Lee

Kay F. Lee

Kaye Lee

Joel Leichter
Nicholas Lesanti
Rosanne Levitt
Andrew Lewis
Martin Lewis
Joyce Liechenstein
William Linhart
Claire Linnie
Marilyn Liveric
Lillie R Lockhart
Leopold Loher
Eileen Lovett

Chien Sau Lu
Grace Lucas

Hattie Lucas
Joseph Lucas
Flora Lucchese
Mary Ludvigsen
Marvin Lutenberg
Kenneth Lyon
Rose Maconi

Leo Maher

Janet M Mahoney
Lauren Malone
Henry Mandel
Nilsa Mangual
Angela Marino
Carol Marker
Claire Maroney
John Maroney
Donald Marshall
John A Marsico
Roberta Martell
Claire N Martes
Ralph Martinez
Tirso Martinez Jr
Martha Masnyj
Dennis Massey
Peter Mastropolo
Antoinette Matijevich
Constance Maxey
Letitia Maxwell
John Mazzarella
Weltha McCant
Kathleen McDonough
John J. McElroy
Thomas McEnery
Mary Katherine McEwen
Thomas McGann
Charles McHugh
Jim McKeon
Kathie McLain
Velma McLaughlin
Mary E McPartland
James J McQuade
Harold Meckler
Pearlie Mennell
Margarita Mercado
Samuel Merson
James Meyer
Michael Meyer
Carol Michaels
Joseph Mickens
Caroline Miles
John Mobyed
Michael J. Molinari
Maryann Monica
Barbara Mont
Charles Montalbano
Helen D Moody
GloriaMorales
Dan Morgan
Felice Morris
Hope Morris
Susan Mullgrav
Margaret Munnelly
Alfred Murphy
Mary H. Murphy
Michael Murphy
Ruth Murray
Thomas Murray
Leslie Myers

John F Nash
James R Nealon
Gabriel Neama
Kathleen Neary-Burns
Melba Neely
Erwin F Nied

Jack Niznick
Elizabeth Nobile
Kathryn Nocerino
Iris M Nowes-Hecht
Stephen M O'Brien
Catherine O'Connell
Elizabeth O'Reilly
Stephen Obeng
Procesion Obra
Thomas Ogden
Sheldon Oliff
Sadye Olivieri
Murray Olsen
Henry Opad

John Ost

Amorita Pakilit
John Pape

James Pappalardo
Anthony Pappas
Larry Pappert

Lucille Parris
Melvin Pascoo
Bertdella Patterson
Anita O. Payne
Carol Payne
Regina E Pegues
Elba Pelaez
Delores AW. Peloso
Antony Penel
Eileen Pentel
Millicent Perry
Sara Perry

Robert Pfefferman
William Pfister
Mary Ellen Phifer
Susan Piccirillo
Jack Pilchman
Arlene Pitt

Vincent Polimeni
Phyllis Pomerantz
Pauline Pon
Annie J Poole
William Pope
Peter Post
Douglas Potts
Peter A. Prestia
Evelyn Marie Pridgen
Carl Prisco

Lon Protzel

Risa Puld

Morton Pupko
Miriam Quintero
Harris Rachlin
Mimi Raimondi
Frederick Ranzoni
Ambati Rao
Patricia Rashkin
Edward Rasquin
Thomas Reed
Marylin Reed-Borquaye
Joseph Reeves
Theodore Reich
Deborah L. Reid
Jeanette Reid
Vera Reid

Claus Reinisch
Raymond Riccio
Dolores Rice

Edna Riley
Gwendolyn Riley-Roberts
Stacey Rindler
Rudolph K. Ripp
Iraida Rivera

Jane Robinson
Maurice Robinson
Gilbert Rodriguez
Ophelia Rodriguez
John F Rohde
Allan H Rose

John Rose

Frances Rosenbaum
Lewis Rosenblatt
Norman Roth
Philip Roth

Lloyd Rotker
Miriam Rubman
Anna Rudbarg

Ed Ruettiger
Lorraine/Besher Russo
Geoffrey Ryan
Joyce Saffir
Benjamin Salisbury
Claire Samuel
Cheryl Samuels
Helen Samuels
Ana Sanchez
Gerald Sanchez
Joseph Sanchez
Sylvia Sands

Doris Sanky

Flora Santana
Anahid Sarkissian
Marc Sawyer
Therese Sbano
Michael Schady
David Schapiro
Minna Scharff
Elaine Schirmer
Adele Schlapik
Larry Schonfeld
Barbara J. Schwartz
Ina Schwartz
Linda Schwartz
Peter Schweitzer
Thomas Seelye
Tarlochan S Sehmi
Ralph Seliger
Myra Seltzer
Marilyn Shapiro
Naresh Shama
Anita Shleifstein
Hedvah Shuchman
Elaine Silver

Sheila Silver
Dorothy Siminski
Lois Sims

Ina Sinclair
Marsha Singletary-Rogers
Mary D Singleton

Milton Sirota
Edward Sisenwein
Othello Skeete
Dorothy Skelin
Robert Sklar
Catherine Slade
Angela Smith
Edward Smith
Saundra Smith
Thomas Smith
Sharon S Snell
Gaye Snyder-Inkeles
Harry Solomon
Stewart Solomon
Ashton Spann
George Spears
Michael Spector
Stanley Spector
Christine Spencer
Joseph Sperling
Charlotte Spiegel
Nikki Springer
Janette Springle
Louis C. Starkey
Roschel Holland Stearns
Fred Steinberg
Barbara Hanrieder Stewart
Betty Stewart

James Stewart

Cele Stolzenberg
Joann Stone
Trumilla Stone
James Story

Phyllis Stothers
Sallie Sroman
Penelope Stubbs
Chun-Hwai Su
Margaret Suite
Mortimer Sullivan
Thomas V. Tallarico
Tuly Tanenbaum
Natalie Tannenbaum
Jean Taylor
Madeline Taylor
Marian Taylor

Mary D Taylor
Kirsten Telemaque
Hattie Thomas
Barbara Thompson
Willie Mae Timothy
Nicholas Titakis
Joel Tolchinsky
John M. Toman
Lorraine Toto
Luzviminda A Tuazon
Michael Tuccio
Bernard Tuchman
James Tumia
Elaine Turkel
Roberta Van Laven
Annie Vento
Michael J. Vincent
AnaT. Vives

Nona Volk

Florence Wagener
Vida Wagner

Jay Walia

Michael Walsh
Richard W. Walters
Carolyn Walton
Yih-Lu Charlie Wang
Joseph Warfield
Herbert Wasserman
Jacquelyn Watson
Ashley Webster
Donald Weinberg
Sheldon Weinberg
Olga Weiss

Rose Weiss-Fischler
Erich Werner

Shirley Wertheimer
Alyce White

Grace White

Joan Whitsett

Sarah Wilborne
Herbert Wiliams
Laraine Williams
Margaret Williams
Yvonne C Williams
Isza Williams-Darlington
Aaron Wilner
Adrianne Wilson Staley
Bettye Wilson

Diana M. Wilson
Kay Wilson

Ronald T. Wilson
Antoinette Witherspoon
Eric Wolferman
Bassanio Wong
Peter Wood
Geraldine A. Wooden
Chester Wooten
Noel Worrell

Selma Wright
Simeon Wright
Naomi Wurzburger
Alice Yap

Margie Zinzi

Phyllis Zit







